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and obscure. Spanning five hundred years, they include a Ming dynasty medical pioneer, a Qing dynasty
courtesan, a nineteenth-century Hong Kong business leader, a Manchu princess, an arsenal manager, a woman
soldier, and a young maid in contemporary Beijing. Through the lives of these diverse people, readers will gain
an understanding of the complex questions of modern Chinese history: What did it mean to be Chinese, and
how did that change over time? How was learning encouraged and directed in imperial and post-imperial
China? Was it possible to challenge entrenched gender roles? What effects did European imperialism have on
Chinese lives? How did ordinary Chinese experience the warfare and political upheaval of twentieth-century
China? What is the nature of the gap between urban and rural China in the post-Mao years? These richly
researched biographies are written in an accessible and appealing style that will engage all readers interested
in modern China. -Based on extensive primary research that is deftly woven into an accessible narrative for
general readers -Features diverse personalities: rich and poor, women and men, people from all regions of
China -Emphasizes gender, economic, cultural, and political history -An ideal supplement for courses on
modern Chinese history, modern East Asian history, and world history. . Publisher description.'.
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