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Empire, Vol. 3: Or the Three Reigns of Henry II, Richard I, and
John (A. D. 1154-1216) With respect to the latter, I found a careful
survey of the locality most instructive. The studies of the battle
hitherto published appear to have taken too little account of the
testimony of the field itself. In the matter of commerce and
finance I have done the best that I could with the available
materials: but it must be admitted that these are far from being
as full as we could desire, and that on many points of interest we
are still much in the dark. If there is a subject on which I might
claim to have a special mission, it would be that of calling
attention to the extraordinary exaggeration commonly found in
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testing these, wherever possible, by comparison with more
authentic personal or Record evidence, the last being the only
authority...
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