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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1869 edition. Excerpt: .What proceedings? The word is not to 1x5 found in, the
Advice. The impression is left on the mind of the reader that the ministers indorsed the Salem proceedings,
against which, in the principles it sets forth, the whole pajer is an earnest protest. One who brings such charges
as the following might, in common justice, have given the profession to which he himself belonged the benefit
of allowing the ministers concerned to state their opinions in their own words: The intimate connection of Dr.
Mather and other prominent ministers with the witchcraft delusion brought a reproach upon the clergy from
which they have not yet recovered. The same observation is repeated in his History, f Mr. Quincy says: The guilt
of the excesses aud horrors consequent on that excitement rests, and ought to rest, heavily upon the leading
divines and politicians of the colony at that period. There was nothing in Cotton Mather s connection with those
excesses and horrors for which any clergyman need hang his head. The ministers advice will be further noticed
presently. Cotton Mather believed that devils were concerned in the proceedings at Salem. If this be superstition,
he was very superstitious. But not a single person who held the faith of the Christian Church at that day can be
named who had any other belief. Calef, Brattle, and Pike, who are accredited by Mr. Upham with superior
intelligence in opposing the Salem delusion, fully indorsed the popular theory...
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