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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1805 edition. Excerpt: .20. notwithstanding our compassion towards the party, we
acquiesce in it. Whenever we speak of God as having determined to destroy a person, or a people, we feel the
subject too profound for our comprehension; and well indeed we may. Even an inspired apostle, when
discoursing of God s rejection of the Jewish nation, though he glances at the merciful aspect which this awful
event wore towards the gentiles, and traces some great and wise designs that should be answered by it; yet feels
himself lost in his subject. Standing as on the brink of an unfathomable abyss, he exclaims, 0 the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past
finding out. He believed the doctrine of divine decrees, or that God worketh all things after the counsel of his
own will: but he had no idea of making these things any part of the rule of duty; either so as to excuse his
countrymen from the sin of unbelief, or himself from using every possible mean that might accomplish their
salvation. On the one hand, he quoted the words of David as applicable to them, Let their table be made a
snare, and a trap, and a stumbling-block, and a recompense unto them. On the other, he declares, | speak to
you gentiles--if by Any Means | may provoke to emulation them that are my flesh, and might save some...
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