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edition. Excerpt: .however, illustrate the peculiar relations
existing between external form and the kind of rock. The
generalization has been made, that the same rock species,
when in not too inconsiderable quantity, has constant external
features, so that a practised eye may, in many cases, draw an
accurate inference as to the character of a mountain from a
far distant view of it. Thus granite generally assumes the form
of a spherical segment, trachyte that of the bell, while volcanic
masses occur in the shape of a cone. The differences which
exist amongst mountain ridges may have reference either to
the ridge itself, or to the vertical cross-section. In the first point
of view we distinguish between straight and curved ridges; in
the second, between a circular, a parabolic, and a roof-shaped
cross-section. In considering the slope of a mountain the
geognosist first investigates the angle...
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