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Gieseler s Compendium of Ecclesiastical History is marked by peculiar excellencies. It occupies an important
position of its own. The text is very brief and condensed, marking the results at which the learned author has
arrived; while the accumulated materials in the notes enable the reader to see at once the basis on which the
statements of the text rest. If the student be not convinced of the correctness of the assertions made by the
historian, he can easily draw his own conclusion by the help of what is presented to him. The work is
characterised by immense research, and by striking impartiality. In the latter respect, indeed, the author has
been blamed by some, his spirit of impartiality preventing him from expressing a decided opinion, where it
would be desirable to throw the weight of his authority into the side of truth. There is also an air of dryness
diffused over the work, inseparable perhaps from its exceeding brevity, but also indicating a deficiency in vivid
sketching. The excellencies, however, far outweigh any minor faults that may be supposed to belong to it. Its
rigid impartiality is its chief recommendation; and the abundant references and quotations in the notes supply
the want of a library such as very few have within their reach. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
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